chap.'v.]    THE FIRST SPANISH  KHALIF.	33
There was pay for the soldiers and a regular allotment
of the booty, the Khalif having the fifth part, and the
rest being equally divided, except that the horseman's
share was double that of the foot-soldier.
From the time of Abd-el-Rhaman, the Arab do-
minion in Spain assumed a regular form, and pro-
gressed in all forms of learning and culture. The
narrow bounds of the Koran were extended by mys-
tical interpretations, and the Ommeyad dynasty, who
had gathered up much of the Greek learning and
thought in the East, became further imbued with the
remnants of Roman civilisation. These, after surviving
the Gothic invasion, again conquered the conquerors,
and were improved on by them, even though over-
thrown again and again by Berber invasions, under the
inevitable reactions towards the rude simplicity and
materialism of the original Book,
The Khalif was the head of all religion as well
as of the state. A minor could not therefore reign,
and fifteen years was the lowest age at which a"man
could be elected. Silk, gold, and silver were for-
bidden by the Prophet, except when used in binding
the sacred books ; and the strict observers of the Law
carried out the rule, and wore nothing but woollen and
linen fabrics; but in Spain, few attended to these
regulations. The Khalif s robe was a very ample one,
generally of green silk intermingled with threads of
gold, with deep borders of embroidery, on which his
own name was always repeated a thousand times. A
purple baldric sustained his two-edged sword, inlaid
with the words, " Aid is from Allah ; victory is near."
He wore no crown, but a turban of white muslin, with
one end over the brow, the other twisted round his
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